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In the United States Patent and Trademark Office 

i 
I 

Applicant Je£frey C. Herold 
5 Title: "Travel Bag having Restraint Device for Golf Club Sets" 

Specification for a Letters Patent 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

10 

Field 

This invention is generally concerned with luggage and luggage accessories 
relating to restraining straps and spedfically concerned with restraining straps on travel 
bags for golf club sets. 

15 A set of golf clubs is carried about a golf course in a golf bag. The golf bag may 

be equipped with wheels to facilitate transport over turf from one hole to another. Special 
pockets may be provided to accommodate golf balls, tees and assorted related items. 
Although a golf bag as described is well suited for use on a golf course, it is not properly 
designed for general use and particularly for travel through airports, hotel lobbies and 

20 such. The opening in the top of the bag allows clubs to freely move and eaaly come free 
from containment in the bag. An improperiy handled course bag may allow clubs to 
separate from the bag. For example, while loading the bag as cargo on an airplane, a 
course bag will not properly contain the clubs. Special tops have been devised which 
cooperate vwth a course bag to contain the dubs, however, the exterior of a course bag is 

25 subject to damage because its many straps and materials are not compatible vnth handling 
common to airports, taxi and other travel related en>dronments. 

A solution to this problem can be found in golf club travel bags. A golf club travel 
bag is designed to accommodate golf clubs, a golf club course bag, and additional 
equipment such as shoes, tees, gloves, et cetera. Accordingly, a golf club travel bag may 

30 designed to enclose the entire golf dub set including the course bag. A travel bag is 
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. generally equipped with a zippered opening, A travel bag securely holds all golf 
equipment in a fiilly enclosed cavity. The bag may be made of a durable material which 
resists damage from friction and high impact forces which may be expected to be 
encountered in normal travel environments. I 

S Kjose of Glendale, California has invented a travel package for golf club sets 

which include a golf club course bag. The clubs are enclosed in a containment vessel and 
are prevented from coming free thereof Additionally, Kjose teaches of a D-ring, a sack, 
and a drawstring all which cooperate together to further immobilize the clubs.; Attention 
is drawn to lines 49 - 56 in column 6, of U.S. Patent # 4,657,135, where the reader will 

10 find a detailed description of this system. It is worthwhile to note that Kjose is concerned 
wth restraining the clubs from movement, as this tends to reflect a long feU need in the 
field. 

Another inventor, Mr. Dunn, has additionally taught similar features relating to 
his travel bag for golf club sets in U.S. Patent # 5,265,894. Mr. Dunn shows a travel bag 
15 having a course bag contained therein. The clubs are confined to a containment vessel 
which is zippered closed. The clubs are prevented from leaving the course bag or the 
travel bag. 

As golf club heads may be formed of forged metallic materials, they tend to be 
very soft. If clubs are stored together such that they come into contact with each other, 

20 they may become damaged. Should a first club cause a sharp impact force on a second, 
the second chib may be dented. For this reason, it is undesirable to store a golf club set in 
a travel bag without restraining the clubs from movement with respect to each other. 

It is a weU known practice to pack ones clubs for travel by using a towel. The 
towel may be wrapped between club heads to provide a cushion which insulates the clubs 

25 from impact forces. However, clubs so wrapped, may later become vulnerable as a towel 
tends to become dislodged from the club set as the travel bag is moved about. In extreme 
cases, one might attempt to secure the clubs, or towel with clubs, by an adhesive strap 
such as duct tape. Tape wound about the hosel portions of a group of clubs holds them 
fast togethCT. This practice is undesirable for several reasons, among which includes: it 
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tends to leave a messy residue and soil the finish of the clubs. Additionally, it is 
inconvenient to pack and travel with a roll of tape for return trips. 

While the systems and inventions of the prior art are designed to achieve particular 
goals and objectives, some of those being no less than remarkable, these inventions have 
5 limitations which prevent thdr use in new ways now possible. These prior art inventions 
are not used and cannot be used to realize the advantages and objectives of the present 
invention. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

10 Comes now, Jeflfrey C. Herold with an invention of a travel bag for golf club sets 

including specialized restraining strap and system for immobiliang golf clubs. It is a 
primary function of travel bags of the invention to provide a restraint mechanism to 
prevent golf club heads from appreciably moving about therein. A fundamental difference 
between travel bags taught here and those of the art can be found when considering its 

1 5 features relating to providing said restraint means. 

A golf club travel bag is provided with a means of securing golf clubs contmned 
therein. A strap is integrated with the travel bag in a position near the top of the bag in a 
looping fashion symmetric about the longitudinal axis of the bag. When a golf club set is 
placed in the bag, the club hosels, i.e. the portion of the club where the club head connects 

20 to the club shaft, is also near the top of the travel bag. In this way, the position of the 
strap corresponds roughly to the position of the golf club hosels. The strap is preferably 
aflOxed to the outer surface of the travel bag. The inner surface of the bag is equipped 
with a layer of protective material such as foam. The foam layer prevents outside sources 
of impact from being transmitted to the clubs. It additionally puts pressure on the clubs 

25 which tends to hold them together and from banging into one another. The layer of 
protective material is compressed onto the clubs by applying the strap and fastening it 
about the bag. 

Accordingly, it is a primary object of the invention to provide a golf club travel 
bag. It is an additional object of the invention to provide a travel bag with a club securing 
30 means. It is an object of the invention to prevent damage to clubs stored and packed for 
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travel. These and other objects and aspects of the invention will be readily appreciated in 
view of the following detailed description of the invention and appended drawing figures. 

A better understanding can be had with reference to the detailed description of 
preferred embodiments. These embodiments represent particular ways to realize the 
5 invention and are not inclusive of all ways posable. Therefore, there may exist 

embodiments that do not deviate from the spirit and scope of this disclosure as set forth by 
the claims, but do not appear here as specific examples. It will be appreciated that a great 
plurality of alternate versions are possible. 

10 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING FIGURES 

The invention will become better und^ood with regard to the following 
description, appended diums and drawings where: 

Figure 1 is a drawing of a golf club travd bag of the invention in perspective view. 
Figure 2 is a similar drawing showing a festened strap near the top of the bag; and 
1 5 Figure 3 is close-up view of the top of the bag additionally showing elements 

stored therein. 

PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION 

20 In accordance with each of the prefened embodiments of the invention, there is 

provided an apparatus for use as a travel bag for golf equipment. It vsoll be appreciated 
that each of the embodiments described include an apparatus which may be different than 
the apparatus of another embodiment. 

Figure 1 shows a travel bag of the invention in a perspective view drawing. The 

25 main body portion of the bag 1 is preferably fabricated of strong, flexible material which is 
resistant to tearing and puncture. The main body portion forms a flexible outer shell in 
which a golf club set may be placed. Some Nylon materials are well suited for use in 
luggage manufacture and may be used in connection with this invention. The bag may 
have a rigid base 2 made of a material such as plastic. A high impact polyurethane 

30 material is sometimes preferred as it is inexpensive and easily shaped. The bag has a top 
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. portion 3 and an opemng along a zipper 4. The bag may include a pocket S or alternative 
accessory holder sewn to its exterior. A strap shown in an unfastened position 6 and 7, 
may have two ends. Attention is directed to drawing figure 2 where a travel bag of the 
invention is illustrated with a restraint means being fastened. After placing a club set into 
S the bag and closing the zippered opening 23, the ends of the strap may be pulled and 

fastened together 21 to form a continuous loop about the top portion of the bag. Pressure 
applied to the strap is m^ntained by the fastener of the strap. Pressure is transferred to 
the bag and tends to crumple 22 the flexible material which comprises the main body of 
the bag. 

10 A detailed close-up drawing of the top of the bag is shown in Figure 3. A first end 

of a strap 3 1 is shown. The strap may be continuous and wrap around behind the bag as 
shown in the figure. The strap may fastened over the zipper 33 opening. The bag is 
preferably made of a thin flexible material such as woven cloth 32 having a thickness of a 
small fraction of an inch. A protective layer 37 such as a foam pad may be affixed to the 

IS interior sur&ce of the bag to form a cushion lining. The protective layer should extend 
fi-om below the strap at a position indicated by 34 up to the top 3S of the bag where it 
terminates. The drawing includes a window 36 which shows clearly the contents of the 
bag. Dotted lines in the figure indicate items in the bag not visible through the window. 
The protective layer 37 may generally be between 1/8 of and inch and 1 inch in thickness. 

20 It may be made of a variety of cushion materials such as foam or neoprene. A golf club 
head 38 contained in the bag which may come into contact with the protective layer is 
shielded fi-om any impact forces which may be incident upon the bag fi-om the outside. If 
a plurality of clubs are stored in the bag, the protective layer tends to push them together 
under the pressure of the strap and hold them such that they will not bang into each other. 

25 One will readily appreciate that a great many variations are possible for a strap. It 

is possible that the strap be made of two small portions each sewn to the bag on either side 
of the zipper. When pulled together and attached, these pieces operate in the same way as 
a single strap. The material of the bag serves as the connection between the two portions. 
A single strap may be arranged with a loop and hook fastener element on one side. Such a 

30 strap pulled across the bag can be received by a mating loop and hook element affixed to 
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the exterior of the bag. Two ends of a strap may have thereon, mating portions of a 
buckle device. Alternatively, a strap may incorporate a snap fastener. Sinularly, a strap 
might be made of an elastic material which stretches about the bag. Of these variations, a 
common link is that a means for causing a force directed radially inward is produced. 

5 Accordingly, the invention does not depend on either of the single named variations 
described here, but instead works very well with any of them. 

Although the present invention has been described in considerable detail ^th clear 
and concise language and with reference to certain preferred versions thereof including the 
best mode anticipated by the inventor, other versions are possible. Therefore, the spirit 

10 and scope of the appended claims should not be limited by the description of the preferred 
versions contained therein. 
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